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officers of the German army, and overwhelming a greater
number of illustrious names with ruin and disgrace than
ever before.
With all his keen sense of dignity, his shortness of tem-
per, and his impulsiveness, the emperor is nevertheless
more easily diverted from anger to good humor by means
of a piece of wit than most of his fellow sovereigns. Some
time ago, when old Baron Boetticher, secretary of state for
the interior, was discussing with his majesty the most suit-
able nominations to be made in the case of a number of
vacant offices, the latter became greatly irritated by the old
statesman's unanswerable objections to the candidate for
whom he himself desired to obtain a certain post, Ms anger
grew quite violent, and when the baron inquired if there
were no other person upon whom he would like to confer
the appointment, William replied, curtly, "Oh, confer it
on the devil if you like!''
" Very well,'* replied the old minister,, with a twinkle
in his eye, but in his most suave and courtly manner, and
with a most unruffled demeanor: "And shall I allow the
patent signed by your majesty in that case to go out in the
usual form, (To my trusted and well-beloved cousin and
counsellor?' "
The kaiser saw the joke at once, burst into a loud peal
of laughter, his ill-temper having vanished in a moment.
' Another amusing incident in which the devil was called
upon to play a part occurred on the occasion of the em-
peror* s inspection of a number of newly-joined recruits for
the first regiment of Foot Guards. In accordance with his
invariable custom, he was examining them as to what they
would do in this or that emergency. Addressing one burly
Pomeranian grenadier, he inquired what he would say to
a man who annoyed him while on sentry duty.

